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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

Our gospel for today (9/6/09) is about Jesus healing the man who is deaf and mute, so I've been thinking a lot about "spiritual
deafness”, a far more serious form of deafness than physical deafness. It's more serious because if we suffer from it we become deaf
to the daily invitations of grace that Our Lord floods into our lives.

| think to identify some causes of spiritual deafness is at the same time to recognize the kind of life in Christ we want to live every day:

*  One cause is the rapid pace of our lives, which leaves us no time to think, reflect, pray, or be with God. | love that phrase of the ancients: "The unexamined
life is not worth living." It's so true! A quiet rosary, a peaceful daily time with Our Lord, a silent cup of coffee and reflection, a time with your journal looking
at what God's saying to you, a walk with just you and God out in the Fall colors--any of these are not only a tonic to the human spirit, they also help us to
step back from the busyness of our lives and listen to Our Lord, to what He's asking of us, or trying to tell us. The more faithfully we do this, the better we'll
hear the voice of God.

*  Another cause may be our difficulty in believing the Good News that God loves us, personally. The more we believe that, the more clearly we'll listen and
hear His voice. Let me share a little recent experience with you: As | was praying one day, | began thinking "Your prayers are so distracted and so
shallow, God must surely be disappointed with you." Then God gave me a great grace --clear as a bell this question came, "Whose voice is that
speaking?" As soon as | heard the question, | knew of course the voice was from the evil one, trying to discourage me and turn me from prayer. Our loving
Father loves to hear from us, any day and in any way, even if our prayers are far from "perfect”! The more we realize the incredible love of Our Father for
us, the more we're led to the conversation of prayer, and the better we hear Him.

Anyway, my beloved brothers and sisters, | celebrate with you the great love of Our Father, and hold each of you in prayer, and pray that our "spiritual hearing"

will get keener, clearer, and more acute with each passing day!
With Love, in Our Loving God,

Msgr. Dan Hermes

Dear Light of the World Family,

This Summer brought plenty of sunny (albeit cool) days, green grass, blooming flowers, and singing birds to the
Midwest. But, we are happy to report that for LOTWEM there were no “lazy days.” Rather, our Lord blessed us
with an abundant amount of work to be undertaken in the building of His Kingdom!

March through May saw 8 new parishes attend LOTW Leadership Retreats in the Archdiocese of Kansas City, KS, the Diocese of Rockford, IL and
the Diocese of Broken Bay, Australia. Over the Summer, these new parishes were assisted in forming Small Faith Communities (a special thanks
goes out to SFC “mentor extraordinaire” Marylyn LaPorta, St. Peter Parish, Lincoln, NE). We also began preparations for starting the LOTW
Process in these new parishes this Fall. [Editors note: to all our friends “Down Under”, when we say “Spring,” we mean your Fall; when we say
“Summer,” we mean your Winter, etc.]

In July, we held a LOTWEM Visioning Day at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, Crystal Lake IL. Committed volunteers from seven different
LOTWEM parishes joined us and LOTWEM Board representatives in steering LOTWEM's future. Our day began with a meditation by Msgr. Aaron
Brodeski on discerning the guidance of the Holy Spirit and was guided throughout by regular prayer (including Mass celebrated by Msgr. Dan
Hermes). We discussed a variety of topics, including “Ministry Outreach” (spreading the LOTW Process to new parishes), “Retreat Recruiting”
(getting parishioners to attend the Retreat), “Keeping Interest” in LOTW (long after the Retreat, especially through the support of Small Faith
Communities) and our second LOTWEM National Conference to be held in July of 2010.
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We've also been busy upgradinOTWEM website. Hopefu
this October, the “new and improved” websitaunithed! The
web address will remain the ssme:lotwem.orélease check it
out when you get a chance. Thanks so muclk&tbiddarCoonen
(St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, Crystal Lakall lihefir hard
work.

We ask for your continued prayers in suppevodt
LOTWEM. Please be assured our prayers arel fgragitueu
are doing to bring the Light of Christ to yparishas.

YouiBrother ¢Sister in Chri
Mike & Lori

That's right, the Light of the World Evangélipagss is up and running in the Arch
of Kansas City, Kansas. At the invitatiorKeiryi@ibnsultant for Evangelization &
Catechesis, and with the approval of The MesidRI®seph F. Naumann, D.D.,
Archbishop, LOTWEM held two leadership Réegatattended by representatives of
seven parishes. A strong advocate of parigh+hagelization, his Excellency has
empowered Karr to promote LOTW and assisttpaoigiiesut the Archdiocese in its

implementation. Karr, himself a zealous advevategfization, has been slowly laying thegioford OTWEM in Kansas Cit
the past couple of years. This patient workeaaniogwvonderful fruit.

This Fall, four of the parishes in attenderald thigir first parish Retreat. Our Lady dfiggu@iizpeka), Most Pure Heart of Mary
(Topeka), Mother Theresa (Topeka), and S{KRasak City) will hold Retreats on Octobect®kr, 18-19, October 23-26 and
November 13-15, respectively.

Our LOTWEM brothers and sisters from parishtbe \Rithcese ofcoln,
Nebraska will comprise these Retreat teamsaMpahzErs include Stev
May, Pat Maly, Dick Leib and Sharon Wojtas€knitydharish and the
combined parishes of Immaculate ConceptionsklalydC8t. Stanislaus,
are still discerning as to whether/when toebe@n\h Process.

Please join us in prayerful support of ArchaishapmJ Matt Karr, the
parishes, Retreat teams, and all the Retrédsantslease ask the Holy ¢
to stir up His Holy Flame and spread the fire/&M. @ roughout the
Archdiocese!

LOTWEM Leadership Team pictured to the right
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More details will be available in the coming manmtlegir web site?'()* (
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