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A Message from Monsignor Dan HermesA Message from Monsignor Dan HermesA Message from Monsignor Dan HermesA Message from Monsignor Dan Hermes    

From the DirectorsFrom the DirectorsFrom the DirectorsFrom the Directors    –––– Mike & Lori Pacer Mike & Lori Pacer Mike & Lori Pacer Mike & Lori Pacer    
Dear Friends, 
 

Christ is risen, Alleluia!  As we write to you, the Easter Season is drawing to a close and it is our last chance 
this year to address you with this traditional greeting of the Church.  Simple, yet it conveys the deepest of 
realities:  Christ is alive, He saved us from our sin, and we are to go forth rejoicing and spread this Good News! 

As we Americans move into Summer and our Australian family enters the Winter months, we must not leave the “Springtime” of 
Easter when in Christ all things are made new.  We must carry the joy of Easter and Pentecost into every aspect of our lives in these 
coming months.   
 

Look for opportunities to share your testimony with others.  Don’t “take time off,” from your Small Faith Community.  If not in a formal 
community, find someone with whom you can regularly share your faith walk.   Pray, study your faith, and seek to love your neighbor 
more.  Now is not a time to “relax” spiritually, but to renew our commitment to live and love as disciples and apostles! 

Christ has risen indeed, Alleluia! 
�
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My Dear Brothers & Sisters, 
We're celebrating one of my favorite saints' feast days this week--St. Philip Neri.  In many ways, he's a saint for our time.  He 
was born in Florence, Italy, in 1515 A.D., and moved to Rome at age 26, where he spent the rest of his life, dying at age 80 
in 1595 A.D. 
 

What a life he lived!  You remember what a mess the 16th century was--Martin Luther began the Reformation, there were 
indeed problems and scandals in the Church, St. Ignatius Loyola founded the Jesuits, who spear-headed the Counter-
Reformation and formulated brilliant arguments in defense of the Church, and the Council of Trent began the seminary 
system to train priests more thoroughly and carefully—it was quite a century! 
 

And into this stepped St. Philip Neri.  His contribution?  He was the Apostle of Joy!  His sense of humor, his joy, his fun-loving and delightful nature 
drew many Romans, young and old, to him.  He'd organize "pilgrimages" to the churches of Rome, bring picnic baskets, and off they'd go for a day 
of fun.  They'd have talks on spiritual topics in his "Oratory," his upper room above the Church.  All of Rome, and people far beyond, loved him.  His 
joy in the Lord and in his faith was a magnet drawing many to Christ; if we can say it, his joy, his sense of humor, and love for life were his 
"evangelizing tools." 
 

So now you can see why I called him a saint for our times.  We are not living in the easiest of times (but then again, neither was the 16th century!).  
We can sometimes feel overwhelmed by troubles in the world, troubles in the Church, troubles everywhere we turn.  What is the answer?--to keep 
our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ!  What will be the result of that?--Joy!  Incredible joy!  And hope!  Surely these are two of the greatest gifts the Holy 
Spirit can give us.  It's true "they'll know we are Christians by our love."  But could I suggest, in our day and age, no less so by our hope and our 
joy.  When people see our joy and hope, they'll know something's at work in us and they’ll want to know where we get it from!  Then we can tell 
them about Jesus Christ! 
 

God bless you all!  I hope to see many of you at our Conference this July. 
With joy in our Risen Lord, 
Msgr. Dan Hermes 
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8 years, 17 retreats, 585 retreatants, hundreds of different team members and still going strong…this is the LOTW 
Process at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in Crystal Lake, IL. 
 

Back in 2002, when Msgr. Dan Hermes brought Light of the World to St. Thomas, it was mostly the “usual suspects” who 
attended and volunteered to carry the Process forward -  you know, the old “10% doing 90%” of the volunteer work around 
the parish.  But over the years, things have changed dramatically.  Now, many attend the retreat as one of their first 
experiences at St. Thomas and then they become one of the “usual suspects.”   
 

For St. Thomas, LOTW is life-giving to both the individual and the parish.  The retreat touches hearts.  Grow & Persevere 
and Outreach Programs transform the parish.  The LOTW Process is a catalyst for almost every area of parish life.  Past 
retreatants attend daily Mass and weekly Eucharistic Adoration. They are Catechists, Confirmation small group leaders & 
sponsors, RCIA leaders, and Saturday Men’s Group leaders.  They assist in the Liturgy as Lectors, Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion, and Acolytes. 
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Fr. Robert Barron 

God is in the house!  Yes, God certainly lives in the house called St. Patrick in Yorkville, IL.  On April 24, the 
community of St. Patrick, joined by St. Mary of Plano, experienced their first Light of the World Retreat.  The Holy 
Spirit was already there and at work among the wonderful people of these parishes.  Fr. Matt Lamoureux, Pastor of 
St. Patrick, is a man of God who truly walks his daily life in the Spirit.  Under his guidance and the prompting of their 
Adult Formation Director, Justin Frato, a group of leaders came forth to experience the retreat and be trained to 
continue the Process.  The retreat was led by a team of evangelists and shepherds from other LOTW parishes, 
including St. Patrick in Wadsworth, St. Charles Borromeo in Hampshire, and St. Thomas in Crystal Lake. 
 

The Spirit of Love is in the house! The people of St. Patrick & St. Mary needed little prompting to form community.  
They were already thirsty for the ongoing small faith groups formed from the Process.  All who attended soon began 
to realize that the Spirit was leading them into a relationship with Jesus Christ in a new way.  They found themselves 
called to open not just their minds but their hearts, to let go of old expectations and be ready for something new. 

Who is in the House?  By Bernie Oberdick 

Yorkville Leadership Retreat 
Candle Ceremony 

The Bishop is in the house!  The weekend was filled with many surprises for everyone – from personal revelations to spontaneous emotional & physical healing.  One 
big surprise occurred when Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet, Joseph M. Siegel, dropped in to visit!  His Excellency spoke wonderful words of encouragement and gave his 
blessing as he urged those in attendance to “be Church” and take up their role in the mission of evangelization.   
 

Yes, God is in the house called St. Patrick, Yorkville because He is alive in the hearts, minds, and souls of His beloved sons & daughters who live there - and they are 
ready to open their doors even wider so He may dwell more fully! 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle 
LOTW  Retreat Decor 

 

 

 

Every retreat is “new Pentecost” for St. Thomas.  Old wounds are healed. Guilt is washed away.  Conversions occur.  And the members of the parish family increase in 
their love for our Lord and for each other.  The Kerygma never gets old!  The same power that existed after Pentecost is available to transform each of our parishes and 
the hearts of every parishioner! 
 

[Editor’s Note: One of the great benefits of attending the upcoming LOTWEM Conference is the opportunity to learn from each other!  There is much we can learn from 
JoEllen and the St. Thomas community, and we have much to offer them as well.] 
 


