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From the Directors: Mike & Lori PacerFrom the Directors: Mike & Lori PacerFrom the Directors: Mike & Lori PacerFrom the Directors: Mike & Lori Pacer    
Dear Friends, 
 

How big is your God?  This is a question posed to us at a seminar we recently attended.  What seemed 

simple at first became increasingly challenging and then convicting.  Is our God one to whom we 

completely entrust our lives?  The lives of our children?  Our family and friends?  Our parish?  Our 

community? Our entire world? .  .  .  What task is too big for our God?  What blessing will He withhold 

from us His beloved children? 

Does God answer every prayer exactly in the way we ask?  No.  But does He always answer prayer in the way He knows is best for 

our eternity?  Absolutely!  And, He begs us to ask constantly:  “Ask and you will receive; knock and the door will be opened.” 
 

This year, honor God with the magnitude of your requests.  Ask Him for a fulfilling job, and a total healing of illness or your 

marriage.  Consecrate your children to Him and to our Blessed Mother, and trust completely.  Ask for full attendance at your 

upcoming retreat, bold words during your witness, deep wisdom in your shepherd groups and 100% continuation in Small Faith 

Communities. 
 

How big is your God?  Ask Him and find out! 
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A Message from Monsignor Dan HermesA Message from Monsignor Dan HermesA Message from Monsignor Dan HermesA Message from Monsignor Dan Hermes    
My dear brothers and sisters, 

Lent is upon us, and we Catholics have a wonderful understanding, one I hope we never lose, of bringing 

something special to this season of conversion.  In some ways, it's the most personal of seasons.  We find 

ourselves asking: 
--in what areas of my life do I need conversion? 

--where is Jesus calling me to grow in my prayer life? 

--where is Jesus calling me to greater unselfishness, more death-to-self?  

--how can I more fully live out my vocation (as disciple, spouse, parent, priest, sister)? 

--what Lenten penance would best help me make these responses to God's call? 

Lent is that season of contradictions; it's counter-intuitive!  You'd think by looking honestly at ourselves, discovering areas where 

we need to grow or change, and developing an "action plan" to address those areas, that we'd be "down" or unhappy, but exactly 

the opposite is true!  The more honest we are with ourselves and with those areas where Our Lord is calling us to conversion, and 

the more we really work on those areas, the happier we are; the lighter and freer we are.  We discover the utter truth of that 

Biblical injunction, "You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 
 

To all of you, your loved ones, your small communities and your parish communities, a most Blessed Lent!  I pray the always 

relevant message of conversion will touch each one of our hearts, and find us drawing ever closer to Jesus Christ as we cast off 

anything in our life that is not of Him. 
 

I can't resist one small commercial.... elsewhere in this newsletter, you'll read about our upcoming summer Conference.  Fr. Robert 

Barron, our guest speaker, is incredible.  He is such a blessing.  I can't endorse him highly enough to you.  I hope you'll be able to 

join us, and hear him, and connect with your Light of the World brothers and sisters from all over the country, and beyond. 

God bless you this Lent, and always! 

Sincerely, in Our Lord, 
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Age cannot separate those joined in Christ 
If we were to pick one spiritual theme that was evident 
in the retreats that took place in the last half of 2009, it 
would be the beauty of faith sharing between people of 
divergent ages.  There were many retreats where more 
than 60 years separated the eldest from the youngest.  
There was even one retreat with three generations of the 
same family in attendance. Older retreatants spoke of 
how energized they were by the young.  The young 
stated they were overwhelmed and honored by the 
witnesses and love shared by the old. 
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1/15: Cathedral of the Risen Christ, Lincoln, NE, USA. 1/22/10: Blessed Sacrament, Lincoln, NE. 1/29: Resurrection, Wayne, IL.  
2/12: St. Patrick, Wadsworth, IL.  2/14: St. Olaf, Eau Claire, WI.  2/19: Holy Trinity, Brainard, NE.  2/19: Immaculate Conception, 
Arnold, MO; St. Mary, Aberdeen, SD.  2/20: Holy Cross, Batavia, IL; St. Joseph, Richmond, IL.  2/26: Sacred Heart, Aberdeen, SD; 
St. Michael, Sioux Falls,  SD; St. Peter, Lincoln, NE.  2/27: Sacred Heart, Red Bluff, CA.  3/5: Catholic Parish of Warringah, Dee 
Why, NSW, AUS; Most Pure Heart of Mary, Topeka, KS; St. Edward, Shelton, WA; St. Patrick, Kansas City, KS; St. Thomas the 
Apostle, Crystal Lake, IL.  3/12: Catholic Parish of Lower North Shore, Naremburn, NSW, AUS; Holy Family, Rockford, IL; Our 
Lady of Good Counsel, Aurora, IL; St. Charles Borromeo, Hampshire, IL; St. Francis of Assisi, Burney, CA; St. James, Rockford, IL; 
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish (Spanish), Crystal Lake, IL.  3/13: St. Jude (Rekindle the Flame Retreat), Joliet, IL.  3/19: Incarnation, 
Collierville, TN; St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Crystal Lake, IL.  4/9: Mother Theresa, Topeka, KS.  4/24: Our Lady of Guadalupe, Topeka, 
KS.  5/14: St. Rita of Cascia (Spanish & English), Aurora, IL.  6/4: Catholic Parish of Pittwater, Mona Vale, NSW, AUS.  6/25: Our 
Lady of the Rosary, The Entrance, NSW, AUS.          Please pray for these parishes, their teams and the retreatants! 

 

spiritual life. His global media ministry called Word On Fire has a simple 
but revolutionary mission - to evangelize the culture. 
       More information will be posted on our website lotwem.org in March.  
Online Registration will open March 1.  If you have questions not answered 
on the website or would like to register by phone, please contact Lori Pacer 
at 630-730-0042.  
       Come spend time with your Light of the World brothers and sisters from 
across the United States and Australia praying, learning and sharing.  Invest 
in the renewal of your spirit and return to your parish energized, encouraged 
and empowered to carry out the mission of evangelization. 

Light of the World Evangelization 
Ministries  

 

NNAATTII OONNAALL  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  
22001100 

 

Friday, July 16,  6-10 PM 
Saturday, July 17,  8:30 AM – 6:30 PM 

Holy Cross Church, Batavia, Illinois 

 

For information regarding Light of the World Evangelization Ministries, please check out our website: lotwem.org or contact Mike Pacer 
mpacer@lotwem.org or Lori Pacer lpacer@lotwem.org. 
 
Please note: We have changed the format of LOTWEM Newsletter slightly.  We have streamlined it and will now send Newsletters out triannually, rather than biannually. 

LOTWEM is off to a great start in the Archdiocese of Kansas, KS.  Four parishes held retreats 
last year.  Five parishes will hold retreats in the first half of this year.  We hope to have three 
more parishes on board by the second half of this year.    The success in Kansas is due in no 
small part to the support of Archbishop Naumann.  He has promoted diocesan-wide prayer for 
evangelization and has empowered Matt Karr, Consultant for Evangelization and Catechesis to 
actively support LOTW’s implementation.   Please keep these new parishes in your prayers. 

 
Fr. Robert Barron  

 

We are honored to have Fr. Robert Barron as our 
Keynote Speaker.  Fr. Barron is one of the most 
sought-after speakers on evangelization and the 

 
Coincidence or “Godincidence”? 

Paul and Cindy Augustine (Holy Cross, 
Batavia, IL and LOTWEM Board 
members) were recently on pilgrimage in 
the Holy Land.  While at lunch by the Sea 
of Galilee, they were talking to a deacon 
from Louisiana about LOTWEM.  Just 
after they concluded the conversation, a 
man from Nebraska walked up wearing a 
LOTWEM cross and told Cindy he 
recognized her (presumably from the last 
LOTWEM Conference).  You never know 
where you will run into fellow 
LOTWEMers! 
 

 

 

LOTW in the 
Archdiocese of 
Kansas City, 

Kansas 


