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Then there was power released into lives and parishes through each YES that was said, to agree to surrender more and more 
control to Jesus’ love and guidance. Families are impacted, marriages are strengthened, children see new examples of grace in 
action, people carry their commitment into the workplace and world, and many things on God’s “TO DO LIST” get done because 
people obey His leading more and more as they surrender. And then, as we gathered, we were seeing the power of a collective 
vision of what our lives and Catholic parishes can look like as relationships with Jesus come alive. We learned from each other, 
taught each other, laughed together, were inspired by stories of God’s faithfulness.  We listened hard to what each of us thought 
the Holy Spirit was teaching us individually.  For me, it was a lovely chapter of a dream come true that first began to form as I 
worked on writing the Light of the World Retreat. In our time together, I was seeing what it would be like if everyone I was 
surrounded by would be able to have a living encounter with Christ and live out that love:  a taste of heaven! 
 We will have another gathering in a couple of years and I hope YOU will be able to be with us to add to the flow of God’s grace 
and love.   Until then, may the Holy Spirit be with you every day. 
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Vision Statement 
Our vision is that the Light of the World Evangelization Process will help all people to have a living encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
This will be lived out in an evangelizing parish using the Light of the World Process, beginning with a renewal of the Sacraments of Initiation and discipleship in Small 
Community.  This process reaches out to all people, from the new faith seeker to the most faith-filled disciple, and helps them to become active servants of God.  Those 
awakened in their faith become the inviters to others to come closer to Christ. 
 

 

A Message from Monsignor Dan Hermes 

 

From the Desk of Jeanne Leezer, LOTWEM National Director 

Together in Christ, who loved us first, 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � �  

My Dear People, 
We are used to thinking in terms of gradual growth and development in our school careers (we progress from first grade to second, 
from grade school to high school and so on), but maybe not so much in our prayer life and our following of Jesus Christ.  And yet, 
that same reality of growth and development is present there.  The great saints - - Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross, and so many 
more - - have written about the various stages of our prayer life, our intimacy with our Lord. 
 
It seems most important to negotiate these progressive stages in faithfulness of daily prayer and embracing the duty of the moment, 
as well as the crosses in our lives.  As disciples of our Lord, the truths of the Kerygma are intended to sink deeper and deeper into 
our hearts until they become almost second nature for us.  And then, we’ll be ready for the real Graduation Day, our entrance into 
Heaven! 
 
 Blessed “school year of life” to each and every one of you! 

 
With love, in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Monsignor Dan Hermes 
 

In this newsletter, we have the joy of looking back at the lovely memory of our first ever, National Light of the World Conference 
which was held this summer. And we are looking forward to the continuing work of spreading the Good News of a living 
relationship with Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit, and how each person can help to make that happen.  
 
In July, as over 200 LOTWEM family members joined together for the 2 days of our Conference at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 
in Crystal Lake IL, I couldn©t help but think what power of God was manifested in each person’s life to bring them there. First, each 
person and all of the parishes represented, had to be called by God to live the retreat. 
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We need to hear from you!  Send us 
your testimonies, news about parish 
retreats, ideas to share, and retreat 
prayer intentions to: 
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