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From the Desk of Jeanne Leezer, LOTWEM National Director 

In Christ’s Love, 
� � � � � � � � � � � � �  
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Vision Statement 
Our vision is that the Light of the World Evangelization Process will help all people to have a living encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
This will be lived out in an evangelizing parish using the Light of the World Process, beginning with a renewal of the Sacraments of Initiation and discipleship in Small 
Community.  This process reaches out to all people, from the new faith seeker to the most faith-filled disciple, and helps them to become active servants of God.  Those 
awakened in their faith become the inviters to others to come closer to Christ. 
 

A Message from Monsignor Dan Hermes 

 

Sincerely, in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Monsignor Dan Hermes 
 

My Dear People, 
 

We recently heard the Gospel of Jesus entrusting the keys of the kingdom to Peter and telling him, “Whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  While that authority has been 
entrusted to the Pope and the Bishops in union with him, you and I have been entrusted by Jesus with something very 
precious as well – the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ.  It is our mission, again, given us by our Lord, to pass it on, to 
share that Good News with all we meet.  We are stewards of that most precious reality, the Gospel of Christ.  It is not our 
Word, it is God’s, but it is a great trust and responsibility to proclaim this living Word, Jesus Christ, for the sake of His 
kingdom. 
 

What kind of stewards will we be?  We do not want to bury our treasure, our faith in the living God, in the ground – either by silence when we should 
speak up or by failing to live our faith, so our words and deeds are in conflict.  Rather, as Pope Paul VI urged us, we want to “be always ready to speak 
that living word that people need to hear.”  Maybe you’ve heard the term “Johnny one-note” used to describe a person who’s always on the same topic.  
But in a way, that’s who we are, because we have only one word to speak – that is, the living Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Blessed Fall, safe back-to-school, and God’s blessings on all of the Fall Retreats, and on all of your efforts to share the Word with others. 

Dear Light of the World Family, 
This summer I had the great blessing to go with Mike Pacer to Australia to present to the Bishop, priests, and lay leaders of the 
Diocese of Broken Bay, and to leaders in the Brisbane Diocese as they consider LOTWEM for their parishes. Australia is a 
beautiful country with warm, welcoming people.  You’ll get to learn all about what we did and how it has unfolded in Mike’s 
article in this issue. 

I was struck by the fact that God had LOTWEM begin within the same summer as Pope Benedict’s visit for World Youth Day! It is powerful to think that 
LOTWEM will be an instrument that the Lord can use in this time of Grace and Revival for Australia. The Pope was in Sydney to preside over the 23rd 
World Youth Day, held July 15-20, 2008. The event attracted 223,000 registered pilgrims, including 110,000 from 170 nations, making it the largest 
event ever hosted in Australia, even larger than the Olympics! Pope Benedict chose the theme: "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you and you will be my witnesses…" (Acts 1: 8) 
 
This is one of the central elements of LOTWEM, as it is in all works of evangelization. We can all benefit so much from what was said to the pilgrims at 
WYD.  We are pilgrims too, on this journey of loving and serving Christ each day and trying to live in His will and in His power.  I am blessed as I read 
the words of our Holy Father and Australia’s Cardinal Pell to encourage my openness to the work of the Holy Spirit. I am passing on some of these 
anointed words to you in our Newsletter so that you may be blessed and encouraged as well.  Look throughout these pages for the eternal words to 
WYD Australia and take some time to let them touch your heart as well.  Please keep this eternal work of evangelization at all of our parishes, 
everywhere, in your prayers.   
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“ Go, therefore, and make disciples of al l  nat ions, bapt izing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spi ri t , 
teaching them to observe al l  that  I  have commanded you.”  (Mat thew 28:19) 
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LOTWEM Heads “ Down Under”  - By Mike Pacer 
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Jeanne Leezer, National Director 
Phone:  815-226-1553 
Email:  djleezer@aol.com 
 

Mike Pacer, Operations Director 
Email:  mpacer@lotwem.org 
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Sioux Falls, SD 
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Vancouver, BC CA 
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We need to hear from you!  Send us your 
testimonies, news about parish retreats, ideas to 
share, and retreat prayer intentions to: 
 

Suzie McGinn 
Email:  smcginn@mc.net 
 

Janice Grochocki 
Email:  jmaryg@sbcglobal.net 


