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Vision Statement 
Our vision is that the Light of the World Evangelization Process will help all people to have a living encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
This will be lived out in an evangelizing parish using the Light of the World Process, beginning with a renewal of the Sacraments of Initiation and discipleship in Small 
Community.  This process reaches out to all people, from the new faith seeker to the most faith-filled disciple, and helps them to become active servants of God.  Those 
awakened in their faith become the inviters to others to come closer to Christ. 
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A Message from Monsignor Dan Hermes 

We have been so blessed in our Catholic faith over these last 40 years or so by the leadership of “evangelizing 
Popes” that God has given us.  They have called us with increasing clarity to that mission we have received from 
our Lord Himself, “Go to all nations, proclaiming the Good News, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them all that I have told you.” 
 
The great strength and hope for our mission comes from the very next sentence, where Jesus promises us, “And 
behold, I am with you always, until the end of the world.”  We do not hear Christ’s call to evangelize alone; we do 
not share the Good News of Jesus Christ and His Church alone - - He is with us, always! 
 

What a privilege and joy is ours - - to share the Good News of Jesus Christ!  I pray that each of us will grow more courageous and more 
sure in this wonderful, God-given vocation that is ours.  Mary, Star of Evangelization, pray for us! 
 
Sincerely, 
Monsignor Dan Hermes 
 

 

From the Desk of Jeanne Leezer, LOTW National Director 

As we go into this Fall retreat season, I am thinking about our retreatants that the Lord is 
calling to know Him in a deeper way. Many of them have no idea of what graces, 
blessings, and love they will receive as they live Jesus’ call to grow closer to Him. As 
past retreatants, we know. We look at our own lives as new creations, and we see God 
in the lives of those around us who are growing in their likeness of Christ. I am excited 
for them. Think of the testimonies of the love of God through the power of Holy Spirit that 
will be real after these retreats.  
 

And it is not just for our retreatants either.  God has more for each person who will work on a Light of the World 
Retreat in any way.  He is never finished pouring out His love to us and changing us into the person that He has in 
mind for us to become. Claim that for yourself and for the people that He is asking you to invite to your retreat.  
Maybe you are the only person that the Lord has right now, to use to invite someone in the way that He needs them 
to hear it.  Ask Jesus to tell you who you are to invite and He will have a way to let you know.  
 

We welcome all of our new parishes and dioceses who are joining the LOTW family this year. We appreciate all of 
our parishes and communities and the ways that you contribute to the work of Light of the World.  Without the 
prayers, contributions of money, time, and effort of each one, this work of evangelization would only be a dream and 
a call of our Lord and our Popes.  You are making the New Evangelization real—one invitation, one retreat, one 
donation at a time. Thank-you!   
 May God fill you with His Spirit every day,    

 � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
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The following are excerpts from Jeanne Leezer’s letter to 
our beloved Pope John Paul II, sent earlier this year 
along with his most gracious response: 
 
…“I know that you have been praying for the Springtime of 
the New Evangelization for many, many years.  I am so 
excited to tell you that WE ARE SEEING IT!  We are seeing 
so many people, as they come to understand Jesus’ love for 
them, becoming His true living disciples.  God is doing a 
mighty work of bringing thousands of people to an awakened 
faith that is ‘new it its ardor’.  I am privileged to serve as the 
director for Light of the World (LOTW) Evangelization 
Process that has as its purpose bringing people to their living 
encounter with Jesus Christ through their understanding and 
acceptance of the Gospel (the Kerygma) and the renewal of 
the Sacraments of Initiation.   We are amazed as the 
retreatants truly become the new creations in Christ that He 
promises and the parishes come alive as people embrace 
their faith at a deeper, more committed level. 
 
…The LOTW Retreat helps people to surrender to God’s 
love, grace, and new life in the renewal of their Sacrament of 
Baptism, releasing to the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
renewal of Confirmation, and truly receive Jesus with love 
and understanding in the renewal of Eucharist.  To keep their 
journey of discipleship alive, the retreatants have the 
opportunity to go into Small Faith Sharing Communities for 
prayer, support, and learning about their Catholic Faith….  
 
…These elements of the Light of the World Process are to 
bring people to their living encounter with Jesus Christ with 
‘…open eyes and palpating heart,’ that you call for in your 
writings on the New Evangelization.  But the awesome part is 
that it is working so well!  I know that you knew it would be 
effective and that is why you told us to do it – but it is so 
amazing to see as it happens.  We see thousands of people 
who are experiencing God’s love in a real way; they have 
turned their backs on sin and are living for God.  They have 
decided to make Jesus the Lord of all of the areas of their 
life, even though it is hard and they know that it is the work of 
a lifetime.  Their eyes are opened and now they see the 
eternal kingdom all around them and that shapes their life.  
They tell others about what Christ means to them.  They 
want this living relationship for their children and families.  At 
LOTW parishes, attendance at daily Mass goes up.  People 
are more willing to volunteer to teach religious education and 
serve in many more roles within the parish.  Many of the 
parishes have established continuous Eucharistic Adoration.  
Many past retreatants tithe because they are more aware 
that Jesus is the Lord of their money too, and they can trust 
Him with it.  In short, their hearts have been changed by the 
love and power of Jesus through the Holy Spirit and that is 
what changes everything else….” 
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And now let’s hear some 
Hallelujahs as we read our Holy 
Father’s response to Jeanne: 
 

�
 
 

3,600-4,000 people lived the LOTW Retreat  
each semester last year! 

 
From July, 2003 – April, 2005,  

LOTW parishes have grown from 17 to 121  
in 10 dioceses! 

 
5,000 lay and ordained volunteers 

serve each year. 
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